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Get Journey On-linel

Good News! Journey- the official newsletter of the
Detroit English speaking Cursillo- will soon be
available on our website. Keep checking the website
for the newdletter, aswell as other pertinent information
about the Detroit Cursillo.

If you would prefer to read Journey online, instead of 2
receiving the mailing, please contact us soon as
possible. Also if you have an address change, or wish to
be taken off the mailing list, let us know. Place your
mailing label, and any instructions for us, in the
attached envelope, and mail it back to us. This will
help immensely in reducing the cost of printing and
mailing the newdetter. Any financia assistance you
can offer, so that we can continue offering the
newsdletter, will be greatly appreciated.

The Journey

The Cursillo Movement ofthe Archdiocese of Detr oit
P. O. Box 806095

St. Clair Shores, M1 48080

The Detroit Cursillo Newsletter
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The Journey

The mission of the Detroit
Cursillo Movement is to live
the method and strategy of
the Cursillo Movement so
that each man and woman
can be enlightened and
transformed to go forth and
Christianize their
environments in the light of
the Gospels and the glory
of the Risen Christ.

Witness

My Cursillo Weekend was
a life altering experience
for me, a big surprise
because that was totaly
unexpected. It was tough
to make the time, to give
up a whole weekend to go
onacCursillo. | had noidea
what to expect. The
experience to me was
awesome. We laughed, we
prayed, we learned and we
make lots of new friends.
Our days were full and we
were pampered by the
team.. We spent a whole
weekend getting to know
God, getting to know
ourselves better, and the
path that we could take to
find Him. That was a
weekend | will never forget
and will always hold those
memories close. | came
away feeling more
confident, humbled and so
much closer to our Lord. It
has changed my life in that
| am so much closer to the
Lord and | know He is in
control of my life.

Mary Kilgore
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FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR

Dear Cursillo Family,

As we enter the New Year, | write to you with a heart that is full of joy and hope. On December 9,
2006, the Cursillo community came together for our Christmas gathering. Again | was amazed. Not
knowing how many people to expect, the hall quickly filled up, the food was plentiful, the Christmas
pageant was awesome, Santa was wonderful as always and awonderful time was had by all. Oh me of
little faith!!

Thislast year, our Movement has been blessed with many angels. We have dedicated leaders that are
working at building up our Precursillo, our Ultreyas and a network of Parish Representatives whose job
isto inform their parishes about Cursillo. From the last two weekends, over 50% of the new Cursillistas
areinvolved and working in the Movement. Barbara Davis, Richard Schnur and Rita Etlinger continue
to work hard at running our Ultreyas. Our Secretariat members have been very faithful working above
and beyond their posititon to make sure needs are met. Both our Christmas party and Summer Picnic
were a huge success led by Cursillistas who stepped up to provide the |eadership needed. Joann Sapiel,
our secretary, chaired the Picnic this summer and her brother, Tom Pozniak, chaired the Christmas party.
Joann passed into her eternal home shortly before Christmas. She will be missed. We continue to use
the rectory at Our lady Queen of Peace for our Ultreyas, Leaders, and other meetings, thanks to the
generosity of Fr. Bill Herman, Pastor. He has been atrue blessing. We continue to receive financial
support from many generous people who maintain their tiesto Cursillo.

We have two teams that are prepared and ready for a Cursillo weekend. Thisiswhere you comein.
When we have received 20 applications for men we will go forth with the men’s weekend scheduled for
April 26-29t. Likewise for the women’ s weekend scheduled for May 17-20%. At present we have 6
applications for men and 6 for women. We will continue to do all we can to make this happen but WE
NEED YOU TO SEND THE CANDIDATES.

| have to be honest, | am not always as hopeful as| am now. There are times when | am brought to
tears. Inevitably, whenever | get down, there is always someone or something that turns me around. The
Lord always, and | mean always, lets me know loud and clear that Cursillois alive and will grow and He
is counting on us to share this Gift with His people.

At aLeaders presentation, | paraphrased from the book, “The Polar Express.” As the story goes, you
have to “BELIEVE” to hear thering of the bell. Asagroup of leaders, we have chosen to “BELIEVE".
We believe Cursillo will thrive, that our Ultreyas will grow and that we will have abundant candidates.
We “BELIEVE” the Lord is blessing us and He will continue to do so. Asaresult, we carry alittle bell.
Please come and claim your bell at the next Ultreya or Leaders!! Gods' blessings to you and yours!
“Believe”

Joyce Toia, Lay Director

COMING EVENT
WHAT MAKES A LEADER?

Presented by:

Notice of Change

We have changed the meeting day and time for the
School of Leaders. Effective immediately, the
meeting will be held on the 39 Saturday of each
month starting promptly at 10:00 a.m. This change
is the result of much feedback from people who
would like to attend, but do not like to drive at
night.

The School of Leaders
April 215t 2007
Queen of Peace Rectory

10:00 AM -12:00 Noon
(Based on the Book of Nehemiah)

This month, the meeting will center on
brainstorming, by those present, as to the state of
Cursillo and what our future looks like. Please plan
to attend and shar e your thoughts and views.

Grace Conant. Leaders Coordinator
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Detroit Cursillo Movement
P.O. Box 806095
St. Clair Shores, M1 48080
(586) 709-7254
Email: thejourney@comcast.net

In this life there are few things that
X : are permanently stable. Most things
www.rc.net/detroit/cursillo ebb and flow, just as the tides do. So
Secretariat it is with our Postcursillo. We have
Lay Director: Joyce Toia - 586 709-7254 been facing an ebb tide in
Spiritual Director: Mark Brauer - 248 474-5720 Postcurs_nlo but we can be_ assured
- that all tides have to come in and so

Secretary: Vacant Position o o .
it is within our Postcursillo. We are
Treasurer: Virginia Warwinsky - 586 826-9333 beginning to see a new tide coming
Weekend Coordinator: Lynne Pfannes in as attendance at Ultreyas is slowly

248 524-1951 increasing.

Precursillo Coordinator: Diane Russell

586 876-2373 The tide comes in and deposits on

the beach all types of things fresh out
of the ocean. Some of the things are
dead wood, seaweed and other
things that the sea wants to get rid of.
But it also deposits treasures such as
beautiful shells and other such
surprises  worth  gathering and
keeping.

Postcursillo Coordinator: Vacant Position

School of Leaders: Grace Conant
248 391-5928

Ultreya Contacts
Queen of Peace Ultreya: Barbara Davis
586 228-0264
Sacred Heart Ultreya: Rita Etlinger

248 682-7482 So too with the Ultreya. People

come to share either their successes
in the Christian life (precious shells),
or to discard their troubles in the
group reunion (dead wood). It is
where we share with the support
group, how we strive to strengthen
our Christian life. It is a place for
renewal.

SECRETARIAT VACANT
POSITIONS
Secretary
Postcursillo Coordinator
School of Leaders Coordinator
Weekend Coordinator
Christ is counting on YOU!

Post Cursillo “Go Forward With Courage’

Unfortunately, the tide does not have
a support group, a community of
people to help sort out the dead
wood from the precious shells. Nor
does it ebb or flow independent of the
moon and the sun. There is no
opportunity for personal decision
based on need there.

On the other hand, attendance at
Ultreya ebbs and flows based on
individual needs of the community.
One of its main purposes is to
provide a support group to help sort
out the dead wood from the precious
shells.

The tide scatters things on the
beach and leaves them there to dry
up and die in the sun. It doesn’t care,
it's automatic.

The Ultreya, on the other hand,
gathers all the faithful providing a
support group that cares. lIts intent is
to keep the Christian human heart
alive and in touch with God.

If you feel you are beached and in
need of support, join us at an Ultreya.
You will be renewed and ready to
face the world.

In August of 2006, the Cursillo Picnic was held at Metropolitan Park. As often happens
and in spite of the best laid plans, the weather refused to cooperate with us. Whereas we
looked for a beautiful, sunny day, such was not to be, as the sky opened up and proceeded
“to rain on our parade.” Not to worry however, in spite of the rain, our picnic was
undaunted by the weather and a great time was had by all. The rain even accommodated
us as it took a break long enough to let us have our children’s games and even a pifiata.
The kids thought nothing of the rain and certainly did not alow it to hinder their playing.
As for the adults, we huddled together under our shelter simply enjoying the company of
each other and just plain catching up.

It was wonderful and a great blessing having Cursillistas join us, that we had not seenin a
very long time. It was also wonderful to have our newest Cursillistas (from the past two
weekends) join us for the day. Fr. Chris Talbot was gracious enough to join us and we
celebrated Mass under our Shelter. We are immensely grateful to Fr. Chris for taking the
time from his own busy schedule to accommodate us with the celebration of Mass. That,
by way, was the highlight of the entire day. There is no doubt that participating in the
Liturgy together, as the body of Christ, is a treasure that we are blessed with, as we
celebrate HIM as a community.

Towards late afternoon, as we began to pack up and get ready to leave, there was an
atmosphere of happiness mixed with nostalgia as we knew it would be at least another
year before we could gather like this once again. And so there was also a sense of
anticipation as we looked forward to the next time we could gather again, as a very special
group of people, who are bound by the knowledge that Jesus is Lord. So we'll look
forward to next years' picnic, which will take place, RAIN OR SHINE!

School of | eaders

I would like to provide some clarification as to the purpose of
the “School of Leaders.” | believe there may be some
misunderstanding about what is its purpose and | hope this will
be helpful to the new Cursillistas as well as those who have
been in Cursillo for many years.

Originally, it was determined that some action needed to be
taken in view of the lack of participation in the Church by a
majority of men.  Cursillo developed out of the youth
movements in Spain and the founders of Cursillo began to
meet as they tried to work out the dynamics of the Cursillo.
This actually became their “group reunion” and the beginning of
the School of Leaders. This is where they gathered to pray and
to form community. From this developed what we know as the
Cursillo.

| think it's important to understand that Cursillo did not happen
accidentally but rather after much prayer, sharing and work
among the founders.

First and foremost, it is not a place where we train people to be
Leaders. Instead it is a place where leaders come together to
form a community. It is a place where Cursillistas, who are
interested in Cursillo as their apostolate, come to become
versed on all aspects of the Cursillo and, once again, to form a
community that will provide support as they take on leadership
positions in all aspects of the Cursillo.

It is also a place where all Cursillistas, even if not interested in
Cursillo as an apostolate, are welcome to come and join in the
sharing and learning and praying and take away with them
whatever meets their needs.

Starting in January, our School of Leaders will be held at the
Queen of Peace rectory on the 34 Saturday of the month at 10
in the morning. This month we will be brainstorming the present
state of the Cursillo Movement. Come and share your
thoughts.

Grace Conant, Leaders Coordinator

| would like to offer our most sincere thanks to all who so
generously support the Cursillo Movement. Your help is very
much appreciated as we struggle to maintain our Cursillo and
cover our expenses. To date we have a significant balance
which is due to the fact that we have not yet found a permanent
home, that remains a work in progress. My prayer is that your
New Year began on a positive note and that the Lord will
protect and bless you throughout the New Year.

Virginia Warwinsky, Treasurer
Cursillo Financial Report Year-to-Date Report

Balance: 1/01/2006.................c.ocuviiiiiiiiin i $4,646.42
Income: 1/01/2006 through 12/31/2006....................... 5,837.00
$10,483.42
Expenses:1/01.2006 through 12/31/2006.................. (5,941.78)
Bank Balance as of 12/31/2006.................c.cc.uuuene $4,541.64
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FUND RAISING

We continue to collect used printer cartridges. These
can be returned for a donation and is a source of
raising money for the Cursillo.

Please submit your used cartridges to:

Diana Burns 29403 Burwick Mt. Clemens, Ml 48045

586 321-8737
Please help with this endeavor.

Pre-cursillo Happenings

As | write this, we have just come out of the Christmas
season and have entered a new year, 2007. Even though
we@ now in ordinary time, let us continue to hold on to the
Christmas spirit of love and peace. Christ is the reason for
all the seasons.

The Parish Representatives program is off and running,
bringing the message of Cursillo to the parishes. | would
like to thank al those who have volunteered to take on this
responsibility: Chip and Karen Farrar, Peggy Martin. Grace
Conant, Irene Kearney, Jm Lotito, Jenny Baross, Joanne
Mizak, Ken Lomasney, Barb and Larry Davis, Gordon
Peck, John Murphy, Don and Linda Schwartz, and Mike
Dungey. We are till in need of more Cursillistas to
promote Cursillo in their parishes. If you are interested,
please contact me at (586) 876-2373, or e-mail me at:
druss56084@comcast.net

We are still accepting applications for the Spring Cursillo
weekends. We would like to have at least 20 applications
for each weekend. The dates for the weekends are:
Men®Cursillo - April 26-29th Chip Farrar, Rector
Women's Cursillo - May 17-20th Grace Conant, Rector

Weekends will be held at St. Bartholomew parish in Detrait.

Please send all applicationsto me at:
53223 Pine Ridge Dr. Chesterfield, Ml 48051

God bless you all, and continue to pray for the success of
the Cursillo Movement. Have afaith filled 2007.

Diane Russell
Precursillo Coordinator




